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Vodafone is proud to be the digital connectivity 
partner of the Royal New Zealand Ballet – delivering 
mobile and broadband solutions to keep you and the 
Company connected almost everywhere they travel. 
Follow the RNZB on social media today.



T H E  S T O R Y

R E - I M A G I N I N G 
S W A N  L A K E

I originally wanted to do a version of Swan 
Lake with just duets – the white swan pas 
de deux and the black – but Patricia 
convinced me that I should make a full 
length ballet. It is now by far my most 
successful ballet, performed in the US,  
in the Czech Republic, Slovenia, Slovakia, 
Austria, Germany, Hungary and China.  
We have already performed it 48 times  
in the Czech Republic.

Nothing in life is black and white. There are 
so many colours in between, and not just in 
what we see, but what we feel. How can 
we trust what we see? Is it reality or a 

dream… what’s real and what’s not? I hope 
you will see past the colours and visual 
elements to discover what they feel and 
not simply see. I hope you will go home 
talking about it and bring to light your own 
feelings and emotions, perhaps provoked 
by what you saw onstage.

My grateful thanks to Patricia and to 
everyone who has worked to bring my 
swans to the South Pacific for the first 
time. This has truly been a remarkable 
journey for me and I am very proud of this 
work. I hope you enjoy the performance.

M Á R I O  R A D A Č O V S K Ý  |  May 2019

My journey to create Black Swan, White Swan began 21 years ago when I was 
in the hospital, in The Netherlands, battling cancer. The window in my room 
overlooked a lake where swans used to gather. I instantly thought about the 
freedom and perfection they represented… but also how aggressive and 
dangerous they can be. I thought that, if I make it, I will make a ballet about swans.
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 2012



T H E  C H A R A C T E R S

A C T  1  On his birthday, Siegfried receives devastating 
news. In his anguish, he sees a mysterious stranger: 
Von Rothbart. Siegfried’s wife has arranged a surprise 
birthday party, but he is not in the mood to celebrate. He 
collapses, and Von Rothbart returns. Von Rothbart begins 
to manipulate Siegfried’s emotions, including his feelings 
towards his wife, and he becomes confused, no longer able 
to distinguish between reality and fantasy. Siegfried tries to 
resist Von Rothbart and looks to his doctor for support. She 
becomes his White Swan and he becomes obsessed with 
her as the saviour who can bring him back to health and 
sanity. But Von Rothbart is not defeated…

A C T  2  Siegfried struggles to regain his identity, but Von 
Rothbart has the upper hand. To further confuse him, Von 
Rothbart brings out Siegfried’s wife, transformed into the 
Black Swan, and no longer the woman that Siegfried knows 
and loves. The Black Swan toys with him and once again 
Siegfried has to fight to keep his grip on his reality. As 
Siegfried fights harder and harder he finally begins to weaken 
Von Rothbart’s control, only to collapse once again. As 
Siegfried awakes, back at his birthday party, he has no idea 
what is real and what is not. But Von Rothbart is still there...

T H E  S T O R Y

Siegfried

White Swan

Von Rothbart

Black Swan

Swans

Party Guests

Life is not always black and white but 
choices between good and evil and the 
daily battles we all have in choosing.

PAT R I C I A  B A R K E R

From left / Jon Trimmer as Von Rothbart and Karl Myers 
as Siegfried, RNZB 1985. Laura McQueen Schultz as the 
White Swan and Nicholas Schultz as Siegfried, Grand 
Rapids Ballet, 2012. Marie Varlet and Joseph Skelton in 
rehearsal, photograph by Stephen A’Court. Helen Booth as 
Odette, Ricardo Ella as Siegfried and Anne Anderson as 
Odile, RNZB 1985. Marie Varle in rehearsal photograph 
by Stephen A’Court. Mário Radačovský and Joseph 
Skelton in rehearsal, photograph by Stephen A’Court.
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Act I of Swan Lake, with the traditional 
choreography of Lev Ivanov adapted by 
Poul Gnatt, featured in the New Zealand 
Ballet’s first season in 1953. Act II returned 
to the repertoire a handful of times, in 
various guises and with Ivanov’s steps 
arranged by Russell Kerr (1965 – Svetlana 
Beriosova guesting from London’s Royal 
Ballet as Odette), Bryan Ashbridge (1971 – 
a production broadcast by TVNZ), and 
Philip Chatfield and Rowena Jackson 
(1976), but it was not until 1985 that, as the 
Royal New Zealand Ballet, the company 
staged its first full length Swan Lake.

The 1985 Swan Lake, also performed in 
1986, caught the mood of the opulent 
1980s. Artistic Director Harry Haythorne’s 
production, based on the classic Petipa/
Ivanov choreography, was conceived on a 
grand scale, with richly detailed sets and 

costumes by Kristian Fredrikson and the  
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra touring 
alongside the company to perform in 
Wellington, Auckland, Christchurch and 
Dunedin. Unusually, the demanding dual 
role of Odette/Odile was danced by two 
dancers, including: Sherilyn Kennedy as 
Odette; and Kerry-Anne Gilberd as Odile.

Russell Kerr’s first full length Swan Lake  
was first seen in 1996.The late Kristian 
Fredrikson again created the designs, 
writing in the programme created for the 
production that Swan Lake, of 
Tchaikovsky’s three great ballets, is 
probably the most satisfying for the 
designer. ‘After all, what a rich canvas to 
paint upon – a peasant celebration, a 
moonlit gathering of enchanted maidens, 
and a royal assembly filled with courtiers, 
richly clad dancers from various countries, 

S W A N  L A K E  A T  T H E  R O Y A L  N E W  Z E A L A N D  B A L L E T

S I X  D E C A D E S 
O F  K I W I  S W A N S
The Royal New Zealand Ballet’s association with Swan Lake stretches 
back more than 60 years, however, Black Swan, White Swan is the first 
time that the RNZB has presented a contemporary take on the classic work.



princesses, and a malevolent sorcerer and 
his demon daughter… But, having said this, 
the designer must admit there is not one 
way to interpret this ballet. Like all 
enduring dramas it can be pictured many 
different ways without obscuring its theme 
of love and death. One of the most sought 
after gifts by a designer would have to be 
several opportunities in one lifetime to 
explore ‘The Lake of Swans.’

In 1996, for the first time at the RNZB, 
Odette/Odile was performed by a single 
dancer. Diana Shand, Anne Anderson and 
Sonya Behrnes all performed the role, with 
Ou Lu, Xavier Ferla and Stephen Wellington 
as Siegfried. Jon Trimmer appeared as 
Wolfgang, the Prince’s tutor – a role he 
reprised with each revival until 2013 – and 
Anne Rowse, who co-wrote The Royal New 
Zealand Ballet at Sixty, published by 

Victoria University Press, appeared as the 
Prince’s mother.

Russell Kerr’s production was restaged in 
2002, 2007 and 2013, when it was seen by 
more than 35,000 New Zealanders during 
the company’s 60th birthday celebrations. 
The role of Odette/Odile was performed 
by Principal Guest Artist Gillian Murphy, 
Guest Artist Amber Scott from The 
Australian Ballet, Abigail Boyle and Lucy 
Green. Siegfried was danced by Qi Huan, 
New Zealand-born guest artist Ty King-
Wall from The Australian Ballet, guest 
artist Karel Cruz from Pacific Northwest 
Ballet and Kohei Iwamoto. Kristian 
Fredrikson’s beautiful costumes and sets 
from this production are currently on loan 
to Queensland Ballet.

Above / RNZB Swan Lake posters for the 1996 and 2013 
productions, with Black Swan, White Swan.

NATIONAL TOURING  
PARTNER

SUPPORTED BY

rnzb.org.nz
BOOK NOW Touring National ly  • 31 MAY -  6 JULY

CHOREOGRAPHY: MÁRIO RADAČOVSKÝ   MUSIC: PIOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY

A SWAN LAKE FOR OUR TIME
LOVE • SEDUCTION • BETRAYAL

 1996  2013  2019



RN
ZB

 S
ol

oi
st

s 
M

as
si

m
o 

M
ar

ga
ria

 a
nd

 J
os

ep
h 

Sk
el

to
n 

in
 re

he
ar

sa
l. 

Ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
: V

in
ce

nt
 F

ra
ol

a,
 W

an
 B

in
 Y

ua
n,

 F
ab

io
 L

o 
G

iu
di

ce
, p

ho
to

gr
ap

h 
by

 S
te

ph
en

 A
’C

ou
rt

.


