
PARTNER A CHARACTER  

THE RYMAN HEALTHCARE 
SEASON OF CINDERELLA
TOURING NATIONALLY
3 AUG – 3 SEPT 2022

CHOREOGRAPHY: Loughlan Prior
MUSIC: Claire Cowan
SET AND COSTUME DESIGN: Emma Kingsbury
LIGHTING DESIGN: Jeremy Fern

JOIN US TO HELP CREATE THE RNZB’S LATEST 
COMMISSION, A THOROUGHLY MODERN CINDERELLA 
The ‘dream team’ which brought you 2019’s famed 
Hansel & Gretel reunite to create a feisty, funny 
and fabulous Cinderella presented in association 
with Orchestra Wellington, Auckland Philharmonia  
Orchestra and Christchurch Symphony Orchestra.  

Partner a Character is your opportunity to play a vital 
part in the creation of this adventurous new RNZB 
commission by helping to support the creation of your 
favourite character, prop or integral piece of the set.  
Just like a Fairy Godmother, your support can take our 
Cinderella from page to stage, and from basement to 
ballroom!  

We invite you to gain knowledge and insight into the 
choreographic and making process, travelling with your 
character from initial concept to on-stage magnificence, 
with the opportunity to see multiple dancers bring your 
character to life throughout the tour.  

Your support is the most tangible way to help us build 
the set, props, make the costumes and bring this 
exciting new ballet to our stages.

Creating, designing and building a brand-new 
production is an expensive business.  When we 
consider choreographer, composer, costume design 
and creation, set and lighting design, and theatre rental, 
Cinderella’s creation costs are upwards of $1.4m.  Your 
support through our Partner a Character campaign will 
help us achieve a crucial $50,000 to support what is 
set to be a stunning production.  

Read on to learn about Loughlan’s new voice for this 
classic and his vision for the characters; catch a glimpse 
of initial designs by Emma Kingsbury and learn how 
you can have a lot of fun supporting this new ballet as 
it takes shape. 

Cinderella in



CINDERELLA $5,000 
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY ROS AND PHILIP BURDON

PRINCE CHARMING $5,000 
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY ROS AND PHILIP BURDON

CINDERELLA’S FATHER $2,500 

STEP MOTHER $2,500
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY JENNIFER CLARK

Crafty, clever, resilient, independent, caring, compassionate and 
worldly.  Cinderella has had a tough start to life after the sudden 
death of her Mother and misguided remarriage by her Father.  
She navigates her overbearing Step Mother and Step Sisters, 
while dreaming of a better life for herself and her Father.  An 
individual, she doesn’t fit in and invents her own fun with the 
little that she has in life.  She is fiercely loyal, can be shy, but 
when she is alone, music is her escape and her happy place. 

An only child, Prince Charming feels the weight of responsibility 
on his shoulders. He is not a bad son, but simply can’t see a 
conventional future ruling over the Kingdom with a Princess by 
his side.  He has spent his whole life trying to imagine a happy 
life for himself, and his world begins to make sense when he 
meets a Prince from another Kingdom. 

A man of noble heritage, Cinderella’s Father married the love of his life and 
together they raised Cinderella. Sadly his young wife perished in a sudden 
accident. Before his heart could heal, he was seduced and married a new bride 
who lulled him into a false sense of comfort and normality. He fell into a kind 
of regretful depression and then got sicker and sicker under her care. 

A formidable woman bent on climbing the social ladder, Cinderella’s Step 
Mother is a master manipulator, seductress and gold digger. Bringing 
up two daughters in her own image, she can’t wait to get them married 
off so she can benefit financially. Seducing and controlling wealthy men, 
she moves from husband to husband, slowly slipping them poison to 
maintain a hold over their estates. 

P R I N C I P A L  R O L E S



STEP SISTERS, MADELEINE  
AND NICOLETTE $2,500 EACH

FAIRY GODMOTHER $2,500
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY DR TOM AND ANN MORRIS 

THE ROYAL MESSENGER $1,500 
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY GRIBBLE FAMILY TRUST

THE QUEEN $2,500 

THE PRINCE FROM A 
NEIGHBOURING LAND $1,500 

Spoilt and entitled, Cinderella’s Step Sisters have been 
groomed to follow in their mother’s footsteps and marry into 
wealthy families. Silly, selfish and slaves to the latest fashions, 
the sisters repeatedly insult each other, yet team up to 
torment Cinderella and make her life miserable.  

The Fairy Godmother has been around since the dawn of time and appears 
for young dreamers in need of help. She is used to getting feisty ladies out 
of trouble with a flick of her magic wand. Lately she has taken to delegating 
the physical tasks to her team of angelic stylists, The Fab Five, while she 
dreams up the ideas and pirouettes to make her magic come to life.

Young, working-class and grateful to have a job working for the Prince – the messenger 
is easy going, cheeky, kind and happy-go-lucky. He falls in love with Cinderella and is quite 
surprised to find his limbs don’t always do what he wants them to when she’s in the room. 
He has aspirations to open the best pigeon post business in the land. 

She can shoot with 99% accuracy and only one arm. Fierce, and overprotective 
of her son, she devotes all her time to shaping her son to fit the perfect image 
of a King and safeguard the future of the kingdom through her only heir. Her 
number one goal is to find her son a bride. Her husband the King was short 
lived, but she rules with enough cool efficiency for both of them. 

A champion fencer, horse-rider and man of many talents, this Prince knows 
himself through and through; and knows that no woman will ever be his bride. 
He is kind, wise and falls deeply in love with the troubled Prince Charming. 

P R I N C I P A L  R O L E S



THE FAB FIVE  
$1,500 EACH (5 DANCERS)

TAPESTRY WEAVERS 
$300 EACH (5 DANCERS)

ROYAL GUARDS  
& ENTOURAGE 
$300 EACH (5 DANCERS)

MANNEQUIN 
GIRLS $300 
EACH (6 DANCERS)
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY  
MARY LOU X 1

THE FENCING 
PARTY $300 
EACH (6 DANCERS)
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY  
CRAIG WEDGE X 1

THE QUEEN’S 
HUNTING 
PARTY $300  
EACH (3 DANCERS) 

The Fairy Godmother’s fabulous team of 
stylists ready to make over Cinderella for the 
ball. Individually unique but with a common 
task of pumping Cinderella full of self esteem, 
confidence and into amazing clothes. They 
are from another realm and are only visible to 
those that need them. They enjoy creating a bit 
of mayhem and dabble in matchmaking also. 

These are the magic storytellers of 
our tale. The world of Cinderella 
takes place inside a giant enchanted 
tapestry which tells the past, 
present, and future of all things. The 
weavers document the timeless 
elements of fairytale and bring 
coloured thread to the tapestries to 
tell Cinderella’s story.

The Queen’s servants. Employed to do 
her every bidding and applaud everything 
she does. There are two armoured 
guards in the party at all times. 

Six mannequins brought to life 
by The Fairy Godmother.  
The Fab Five dress the 
mannequins to show 
Cinderella their  
designs, and help  
her select a look  
for the Ball.

A group of men from the Royal 
Court practising their skills 
with a blade. Three Noble Women from the 

Court who enjoy stalking and 
shooting game with the Queen.

S O L O I S T  R O L E S

E N S E M B L E  R O L E S

GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY  
FRANCES BELL X 1



CINDERELLA’S MUSIC BOX $600
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY  
ANASTASIA AND SOPHIA HICKEY

When Cinderella is feeling down she 
opens her music box, a gift from her 
mother, and the music transports her 
from daily troubles. She is free to dance 
and imagine.

THE FIREPLACE $2,500  
By day Cinderella cleans the fireplace, but 
at night it transforms into an enchanted 
portal through which the Fairy Godmother 
appears with  her breathtaking dance 
steps and magical spells.

THE RED CARPET  $1,000
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY  
ANONYMOUS 

The grand entrance to The Ball. Guests 
walk the red carpet and strike a pose for 
the paparazzi.

SWINGING CHANDELIERS X 2 
$1,500 EACH 

As the champagne flows at Prince 
Charming’s Ball the Step Sisters have 
some fun swinging from the decadent 
ballroom chandeliers.

TAPESTRY WEAVERS 
$250 EACH (X 6)
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY  
PETER BERTRAM X 1 
TUTUS WITH AROHA X 1

FAIRY GODMOTHER 
HELPERS 
$250 EACH (X 10)

A child work force 
who help construct 
the tapestry that 
tells the story of 
Cinderella.

Colourful characters 
who help get Cinderella 
ready for the Ball. 

C H I L D  E X T R A S

M A J O R  P R O P S 

THE BALLROOM GRAND 
STAIRCASE $2,500  

The famous staircase. Cinderella dazzles 
everyone at the Ball as she descends  
the staircase. When the clock strikes 
midnight she loses her glass slipper on  
the staircase.  

CHAMPAGNE TOWERS X 2  
$500 EACH 

Prince Charming’s guests are never short 
of a glass of bubbly with these towering 
champagne glass towers.

THE GLASS SLIPPER $1,000  
GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY  
ANONYMOUS

A gift from The Fairy Godmother, the 
glass slipper is a one of a kind fit for 
Cinderella’s dancing feet. After losing the 

shoe in her escape from the Ball, the slipper finds its 
way back to her foot and ushers in a happy ever after 
for all the characters in the story.



S P O N S O R S H I P  B E N E F I T S
• Your name next to your sponsored character on 

our dedicated Partner a Character page in our 
national season programme and on the RNZB 
website

• Donors who give $1,000+ will be personally 
invited to a rehearsal at the dance centre in 
Wellington for an exclusive behind-the-scenes 
glimpse of the process involved in creating a 
brand-new ballet

• Donors who give $250+ will receive an invitation 
to opening night’s hospitality with an opportunity 
to meet key artistic and RNZB staff in either 
Wellington, Auckland or Christchurch.  

• A tour of the costumes and props with our 
production team and insight into the making 
process

• An invitation to an exclusive Q&A with designer 
Emma Kingsbury offering insight into designing 
specifically for dancers and live performance 
(online or in person TBC)

• An invitation to Company Class on stage during 
the tour

• Personal correspondence from a dancer in your 
sponsored role about their preparation process 
and experience as part of the production

C O N T A C T
To learn more about this campaign and 
the available characters to sponsor, do 
not hesitate to get in touch. We would 
love to hear from you:  

Elizabeth Isaacs, Philanthropy Manager

elizabeth.isaacs@rnzb.org.nz

m: +64 (0)21 247 7744

mailto:elizabeth.isaacs@rnzb.org.nz

