
Romeo & Juliet  
WORLD PREMIERE  
16 August – 24 September 2017

Choreography Francesco Ventriglia
Design James Acheson
Music Sergei Prokofiev
Lighting Jon Buswell



I have dreamed of creating 
a new ballet of Romeo and 
Juliet since I first started 
as a choreographer, and 
I am honoured to now 
realise my dream here 
in New Zealand, with the 
magnificent dancers of the 
Royal New Zealand Ballet. 

Bringing a great Shakespearean tragedy to life is an extraordinary journey 
requiring many talented and dedicated artists. I knew I would need a very 
special costume and set designer to help me fulfil my vision – and I have 
found that artist in James Acheson, a true Maestro.  He is well known for 
his Academy Award-winning work in film, and I am so very fortunate and 
honoured to work with him on this production. 

Our work creating Romeo and Juliet together began last year, and it will 
continue until opening night on 16 August and right through the final 
performance of the 2017 RNZB season. During that time, our journey will 
include dancers, musicians, people building sets and costumes, a team of 
people working backstage – and, hopefully, you.  I invite you to join us on 
this journey by sponsoring your favourite character, partnering one of our 
outstanding dancers, or becoming a Dress Circle donor. Your contribution 
will help James and me, the dancers, and everyone at the RNZB raise the 
curtain on a gorgeous and exciting new production for you, your family 
and audiences across New Zealand to enjoy. 

Francesco Ventriglia
Choreographer, Romeo and Juliet
RNZB Artistic Director (2014-17)
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RNZB dancer  Joseph Skelton  
as Romeo

Market place in Verona

Sketches and set models by 
James Acheson



RNZB dancer Madeleine Graham  
as Juliet

Juliet’s bedroom



Your gift will help to build the costumes and accessories for your favourite 
Capulet or Montague, and it will inspire our dancers as they grow to embody each 
character onstage. With so many characters – and even more costumes – we 
need your help to make sure that everything is at its best when we raise the 
curtain on 16 August. 
This is a unique way for you to become part of the creative process. Do it for 
yourself, or make it a one-of-a-kind gift for a friend or family member who loves 
Shakespeare. Share it with friends by creating a syndicate and joining forces to 
support a character together. However you get involved, you will be acknowledged 
alongside your character, and you’ll enjoy behind-the-scenes opportunities to see 
the costumes up close, watch classes and rehearsals, meet the artists, visit 
backstage, and understand what it takes to bring your character to the stage.

Bring your favourite Romeo and Juliet character to life with a 
donation towards our new production. 

Partner a Character

Character Number of costumes Cost to Partner

Juliet 6 $10,000

Romeo 3 $10,000

Tybalt
Mercutio
Benvolio

2 each $7,500

Lady Capulet 4 $4,000

Paris
Nurse

2 each $2,500

Friar Laurence 1 $2,500

Mandolin Dancers 
(4 girls and 2 boys) 1 each $1,500

Various Montagues and Capulets $1,000



RNZB PARTNER A DANCER
The RNZB’s Partner a Dancer 
programme is your opportunity to 
become closely involved with the 
company’s work through an association 
with a specific dancer. Partners provide 
invaluable support for the work of the 
RNZB and are among the company’s 
most loyal and enthusiastic supporters. 
By following your dancer, you will gain 
insight into dancers’ professional lives: 
from daily class and first rehearsals to 
first nights and final bows. You will 
have the opportunity to meet your 
dancer after performances, visit behind 
the scenes, and attend company class 
and studio rehearsals.  We invite you to 
Partner a Dancer for one year with a 
donation of $10,000, which may be 
contributed individually or through a 
syndicate of friends. 

RNZB DRESS CIRCLE
You can also enjoy a closer relationship 
with the RNZB by joining the Dress 
Circle with a contribution from $250. 
Dress Circle supporters play a vital role 
in keeping the RNZB at the heart of 
New Zealand’s cultural life, helping to 
present world-class performances and 
engage the finest artists. As thanks for 
this support, we offer personalised 
communications that provide insight 
into the work of the RNZB, and 
nationwide behind-the-scenes 
activities with dancers, artistic staff, 
and company management. You may 
wish to join the Dress Circle in addition 
to supporting a specific project such as 
Romeo and Juliet, or you may join as a 
first step in becoming involved with the 
RNZB. 

To learn about the Partner a Dancer 
and Dress Circle programmes, please 
contact the RNZB Philanthropy 
Manager Allison Groves  on 04 381 
9030 or allisong@rnzb.org.nz.

THE BALLET FOUNDATION OF 
NEW ZEALAND
The Ballet Foundation of New Zealand 
is an independent charitable trust 
created to support, promote and 
advance ballet in New Zealand, with a 
particular focus on the RNZB. It 
currently supports dancer Harry 
Skinner through the Partner a Dancer 
programme and aspiring 
choreographers through the Harry 
Haythorne Choreographic Awards. 
During its three-year history of 
grant-making, the Foundation has also 
supported the New Zealand School of 
Dance, emerging choreographers, and 
awards for young dancers. 
Bequests and other donations to the 
Foundation’s endowment ensure that it 
can continue to support ballet for 
generations to come. By including the 
Foundation in your estate plans, you 
will play a vital role in the long-term 
success of both the RNZB and ballet in 
New Zealand more broadly. 
To learn more, please visit 
balletfoundation.org.nz or email 
trustees@balletfoundation.org.nz.

The RNZB and The Ballet Foundation of New 
Zealand are registered charitable trusts. 
Individuals may claim 33.33% rebate for all 
donations of $5 or more up to the value of their 
income.

Other ways to support Romeo 
and Juliet and the RNZB



Susannah Lees-Jeffries 
Director of Marketing and Development  
04 381 9019 
susannah@rnzb.org.nz

Allison Groves 
Philanthropy Manager 
04 381 9030 
allisong@rnzb.org.nz

St James Theatre 
77-83 Courtenay Place 
Wellington 6011

PO Box 2705 
Wellington 6141
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